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Chalr, Senate Highways and Transportation Committes

Dear Chalr Jones and Conynites Mambare:

We are the current and past trawma program managers from one of the 4 Trauma
Centers in Montana, We are also two of the hundreds of Montana nurses who are memberg
of the Emergency Nurses Association, which supports primary seat belt legislation. We
are wiiting to encourage vour support for Senate bill 52 which will upgrade Montana's
secondary seat belt law 1o one with primary enforcemsnt and allow peace officers to
intervene with unrestrained drivers and passengers. At a prior jegislative session we were
part of the long list of proponents present in the Tull gallery before the senate
subconumittes reflecting how broad-based and vigorous support is amongst your
constituents. We remain commitied to this cause,

Like any flinass or accident, no one thinks a motor vehicle crash will happen to
them. It will always be someaone else. i is easier o avold doing the simple preventative
things: breast exams, colonoscopies, reqgular exercise, for example, or deny the risk pused
o self and others by a lack of seat helts, However, health care providers like us are on the
front lines and ses the damage o health and family and finance day in and day out due to
faflure of aduls to restrain themselves andg their children. We don't have the baooury of that
denial.

Automobile manufacturers don't have the aption of placing belts in some cars and
not others because the yisk of being unbelted is so understood and intuitive. Belf and bag
systemns are under constant development to optimize safety. Yes, we have a secondary
seat belt faw In Montana but our secondary law has plateaved in its effectiveness, Despite
vigorous campaigns by hospitals, peace officers, and the siate EMS and Trauma Svystems
action, only 56 % of highs school drivers report wearing 3 seat balt all the thme and
Mortanans have a 70-80% observed belt use rate. This data is likely gathered at urhan
intersections and on traffic stops and may not reflect the use rates where the accidents
actually occur which is on secondary roads and interstates. We can do befter, as other
states have noted when they enact primary belt legisiation, with a 7-10% increase iIn balt
use and a corresponding reduction in death and njury.

Driving is not, i our opinion, a right, A right, when exercised, does not infringe on the
rights of others. i by not wearing a belt, the unbelted person’s body hurts anothey
passenger, or if the unbelted driver cant contro! thelr vehicle as well in a collision, or
thelr higher Injury related health care costs are paid with taxpayers monev......then i
would seem that choosing o not wear a belt is not the exercise of a right because, in fis
exercise, it violates the rights of others,




ariving, ke handling 3 firearm and é‘em@ﬁ@g i an %m&%‘lﬁ; Hoenged privilege and
with it comes ponsibility for ze ‘? iyl © ﬁ%x 1 that v »“Eﬁ?}{}%?ﬁs%}ﬁﬁy with aws
aboul signaling, using head Hghts, vieldin i the @ﬂﬁ% of reducing the visk of Injury
to person and property. Montana is one af the the last stales in the nation to nuf have a
primary enforcement that compels adults to saf e%gf rastrain minor passenygers. We have
faws to address the abuse of children, the n {;i%‘i,f of childven by parents and jegal
quardians, Does it not follow that we would have 2 law that reguires defenseless childran
10 be protected when passengers?

Meontanans acknowledged that smokers should not exercise *%%% rrEg 1
# manner that forces nonsmokers o "smoke™ with them. We have enacter @%% oy and law
to address this and put in place controls to protect the rights of nonsmokers, This primary
seat belt bill is a proven effective way to reduce the risk Infury so this bill reflects the same

rson's who choose to not wear belts, and/or fall to restrain their passengers,
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> their families and the rest of us at risk. Primary enforcement can help reduce that
visk by promoding belt uge.

That there is a financial burden created by injury and death related fo lack of seat
belt use to Montanans is well documented in the research done in 2008 by Harborview
Medical Center

* 2863 individuals in Montana are hospitalized annually due to infuries
sulting from motor vehicle crashes in which they were unbelied

452 of those admissions werve fikely preventable by use of a seat belt

® ?:rﬁ% niition :‘{} fars in excess health care costs

= Unbelted crash victims spend 2 days more in the hospital on average, 2.7
more days in %Sﬁ and incuy 48 5% larger costs,

= 38% of these Individuals are uninsure % The residents of Montana pay
these bills,

= Unrestrained occupants are 23 times more likel gf to dis in a crash, lsaving
families without support, children without parents, emplovers without
emplovess,
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The military, professional foothall leagues and moter vehicle manufacturers are
currently addressing how better to protect individ Zjéﬁfwl‘ from fraumatic head Injury. ?ﬂf}é‘%“m?}ﬁ
has always been in the top 4 states in the nation for the incidence and severity of haad
infury lergely do to unbelied me"ﬁ;:aaz‘% exiting vehicles during crash situation. This wag
the npetus behind the Montana Department of Transportations empassioned plea to
Montanans to wear a belt in amez i stay “inside and alive”™ which was presented at a past
legisiative session.

We would encourage discussion that helps to maintain the ga‘ﬁmmy and intent of
this bl adapting 1o 2 Montana Mﬁwwéax ranchers on thelr own land, opening
gates, moving cattle, antigue and agricultural w@%@ as Could %; gxchided, for example
Those were rationales exercised ize § g lators in g‘*as%; essions when they voled the H
down. Those isclated instances need not invalidate the bill but could serve as a template

for discussion,




Finally, with respect to the concerns about racial profifing: MD, DT, GA, LA, M
have all done post g}m’mw nforcement data collections fo klentify vacis! profiling and
fafled to fnd . Native 5«%@3 cans repressnt 4-6% of MT §‘éﬂ§;i§§£§§§iﬁ*§”§ but make up 1-14% ¢

the *“;%:3*’&* frauma popidation. That dis ”ﬁ?&@ﬁ%:}%ﬁ infury rate reflects the fact the
Montana’s Native Americans, and the other Northem miam tribes, had the lowest, at 26%,
belt uze rimﬁﬁ{}‘:ﬁ the 16 reservations wwawag by NETEA in 2008, Concidentally, MT, NI,

S0, and WY, which make u g be Northern Plains inthe &?éséy were the group of states

without primary laws. One i’aﬁa reservation and nation { Fort Peck} I8 3o concerned
ey ars %m%ié%*"ses primary E&m themselves,
3o Senators, we ask that you consider the success stories of other states who

have passed g;géf?m;’y seat belt legislation. We ask that vou consider the Intent of Montana
smoking legisiation as being similar in that it protects the rights of others. We ask that you
consider the mpact of related and possibly preventable health care costs on Montana
Medicaid, We can pass S8B82 and then adapt the education and media to meet the
Montana Hiestyle and personality. We can take the lead in the Northern Plains states on
this initiative and set the bar for the others,

Montana has many resources worthy of protection, not the feast of which should
be #is people,

Thanlk yvou,

Sally Hageman RN 8610951
Panony Clifton BN 28107314




